Bristol DVA MARAC Referral Criteria 2015
This form can be downloaded from www.bava.org.uk/resources
These are the criteria for referral into DVA MARAC – Professionals are asked to always circle on the referral form which criteria they are referring under:-
	High Risk Assessment 


	Y  /   N
	Professional Judgement 
	Y   /   N

	Potential Escalation 
	Y  /   N
	Repeat case to MARAC
	Y  /   N /

Don’t know




1) High Risk Assessment 
DVA experts have devised a risk indication checklist (RIC) which is used across the country by professionals to assess the level of risk in DVA cases. The Risk Assessment is a list of 24 questions preferably completed with the survivor/victim. If the survivor/victim answers yes to 14 or more questions the case is deemed high risk and a referral to MARAC should be made.

In Bristol any cases that score 14-15 ticks on the risk assessment are discussed at a Pre MARAC meeting.

Pre MARAC Meetings are attended by the MARAC Chair, Coordinator and a specialist DVA worker (sometimes called an IDVA).  The safety plan already in place is looked at and a decision is made around whether a full MARAC discussion is necessary to ensure the victims safety. Basic information is also provided by Children’s Social Care for cases involving children. If further actions are deemed necessary, but it is not felt the case needs to be discussed further, there may be actions allocated to agencies from the Pre MARAC Meeting. All agencies in Bristol received a MARAC and a Pre MARAC case list and are asked to flag Pre MARAC cases on their systems as the victim is still deemed to be at high risk from the perpetrator.

If the survivor/victim answers yes to 16 or more questions the case is automatically discussed at MARAC. 

2) Professional Judgement 

If a professional has concerns that a victim will be seriously harmed by the perpetrator they should refer the case to MARAC under this criterion regardless of the risk assessment score. 
Serious harm is defined as ‘A risk which is life threatening and/or traumatic, and from which recovery, whether physical or psychological, can be expected to be difficult or impossible’ (Home Office 2002)

All cases referred under this criterion will automatically be discussed at a full MARAC Meeting.
3) Potential Escalation
A referral can be made based on the number of reported serious incidents to the victim of domestic violence/abuse in the past 12 months. This criterion is used in situations where the abuse appears to be escalating and where it is appropriate to assess the situation more fully by sharing information. These cases will be initially discussed at a Pre MARAC meeting. 

4) Repeat Cases

Agencies need to refer any repeat DVA incidents, within 12 months of the first MARAC meeting being held, back to the MARAC. A repeat incident is defined as one where any of the following types of behaviour have taken place:- 
- Violence or threats of violence to the victim
- A pattern of stalking or harassment

- Where rape or sexual abuse is disclosed
These cases are initially discussed within a Pre MARAC meeting. 
IMPORTANT - Where children are identified:

If any children are identified as belonging to or residing at the same address as a victim or perpetrator, or as having contact with the victim or perpetrator, please ensure that you have referred this information to First Response. Please also ensure that this is clearly indicated on the MARAC referral form to avoid the potential for missed or duplicated reports. 
If none of the above criteria has been reached, you can still refer the person for support from specialist Domestic Violence agencies:-
Next Link

Offers crisis support and safe temporary supported housing to women and children experiencing domestic abuse.
Tel: - 0117 925 0680
Victim Support IDVA Service

Victim Support IDVA Service provide expert IDVA support to victims of Domestic Abuse, including male victims. 

Tel: 0117 9529851 

Secure E-mail: idva.project@victimsupport.cjsm.net, jo.peters@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

emily.murphy@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk for Male IDVA Service. 

Project One25 IDSVA
Supports victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence who access or engage with Project One25 Services for Street Sex Workers.

Tel: 0117 909 8832

E-mail: moira.hutton@one25.org.uk, Secure E-mail: moira.hutton@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
OPOKA Bristol Bilingual IDVA Service

IDVA Support for Polish Victims.

Tel – Polish: 0117 916 6620

Tel – English: 0117 916 6621

Secure Email: aneta.mackell@opokabristol.cjsm.net 

Example of a completed form

RESTRICTED WHEN COMPLETED

DVA Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC)

Bristol Referral Form

MARAC referrals should be sent by secure email or other secure method:-

TO: MARAC Coordinator
Tel: 0117 9529455
E mail: dvmaracbristol@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
	Referring agency


	IDVA Service

	Did the referral initially come from another agency? If so please state which?
	Yes from her housing officer – Hannah Mann

	Contact name(s)
	Joanne Brown, IDVA



	Telephone/ Email
	0117 9456789/ joanne.brown@idvaservice.co.uk

	Date of completion
	01/01/13



	Victim name


	Mrs Jane Example
	Victim DOB
	01/01/80

	Address
	1 New Street

Newland

Bristol

BS1 5EW

Owner Occupier  FORMCHECKBOX 
/  Private Rent  FORMCHECKBOX 
/
Housing Association  FORMCHECKBOX 
/ 

Council Tennant  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Victim’s Diversity Data. Please click on appropriate box

B&ME FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unknown  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Disability   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown  FORMCHECKBOX 
                                  

LGBT  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Gender Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Telephone Number
	0117 123456/ 07123456789
	Is this number safe to call?
	
Yes

	Please insert any relevant contact information e.g. times to call
	Call between 9-5pm

	Perpetrator(s)

name
	Mr John Example

	Perpetrator(s) DOB
	02/02/80

	Perpetrator(s) address
	100 Old Street
Newland

Bristol

BS1 5EA
	Relationship to victim
	Ex Partner

	Children

 (please insert more rows if necessary)
	DOB
	Relationship to victim
	Relationship to Perpetrator
	Address
	School 

(if known)

	Jenny Example

	03/03/10
	Child
	Child
	With Mum
	New Street School

	Unborn 

	EDD 
	01/10/13
	
	
	


Reason for Referral/Additional Information

	High Risk Assessment


	Yes – scored 18 yes ticks
	Professional Judgement
	Yes

	Potential Escalation 
	Yes
	Repeat case to MARAC
	No


	Have you told the victim about this MARAC referral and discussed any safety issues as a result?
	Yes
	If not, why not?
	

	Does the victim agree with the referral to MARAC?
	Yes – If not please complete the Information Sharing Without Agreement Form

	Is the victim/perpetrator under 18yrs? 

If so has a child protection referral been made?

Do either victim/perpetrator have or reside with children?

If so has a child protection referral been made?
	No
N/A
Yes

Yes – to First Response on 01/01/2013

	Why is the victim at high risk from the perpetrator? (to include all potential threats, and not just from primary perpetrator). What DVA has/is occurring? 


	On 01/01/13 the couple broke up due to long term DVA in their relationship. The perpetrator has previously broken the victims jaw on 10/10/12 and broke her arm on 20/11/12 by pushing her down the stairs. On 12/12/12 he strangled her until she passed out. The victim has not called the police on any of these occasions as the perpetrator told her that if she spoke of the abuse he would harm their child and was happy to serve any prison sentence given. 
The victim’s housing officer referred to us on 03/01/13 as she had approach the council to be re housed, as the perpetrator lives very close by. They have filled in an urgent housing needs form with her. 

IDVA contacted victim on 04/01/13 and did a risk assessment, and she scored 18 ticks (Please see attached). Since the brake up the perpetrator has been waiting outside her work each day and monitoring her movements, asking her friends what she is doing and who she is with. He is also threatening her family members, asking them to make her stay in a relationship with him.  The victim is too scared to go out of the house as a result. He has told her that if he sees her with any other male he will kill her. 
Perpetrator is thought to be a member of a gang and may have access to weapons.
We are applying for a non molestation order with the victim and have requested a safer homes referral. Victim is currently declining a referral to a safe house. 

	Who does the victim believe it safe to talk to/ not safe to talk to?
	Safe to talk to:- IDVA/ Housing Officer/ Children’s Centre Family Support Worker 
Not safe to talk to:- perpetrator and his family

	Has the victim been referred to any other MARAC previously?


	Don’t know
	If yes where/ when?
	

	Is the victim working with a specialist DVA agency? / Have you referred them to one?
	Yes – as above 


If Yes who - Next Link              Victim Support IDVA          
A&E IDVA 

If other please state………………………………

If No - Please inform the victim they will be referred to one of the above and will be contacted by them to get their views for the meeting.

	Any additional information
	Victim has been told that the perpetrator’s ex partner was also abused by him and she has a harassment order against him. 
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