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making safeguarding everybody's business

Speaking in response to FGM concerns raised by community groups, Sally Lewis, Independent Chair
of the Bristol Safeguarding Children Board said: “The Bristol Safeguarding Children Board is proud to
have supported the strategic response to ending Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and of the strong
relationships we have built along the way. Throughout our many years of work on the important
issue of safeguarding children from FGM that includes contributing funding to the 2017 End FGM
Summer Campaign and Community Feedback Event, the Bristol Safeguarding Children Board and its
constituent partners have welcomed the positive and constructive engagement of Bristol community
groups and individuals.

“In recent weeks we have heard from a wide range of community members on their experiences of
the current operational practice in this area of safeguarding. We have welcomed the challenge made
by some groups as to whether our partnership approaches have been proportionate in delivering
our shared commitment to children being safeguarded from FGM.

“In all areas of safeguarding it is important for us as a Board to review whether our statutory
response to concerns are effective in keeping children safe from harm, and we have been working
together closely over the last year to review how we work with families from FGM-affected
communities. Professional practice in areas of safeguarding are always developing and improving to
ensure that the best outcomes are achieved for children.

“We have heard the concerns shared at community meetings and some of these reflect our own
identified areas for development in this important area of work. The BSCB is committed to working
together to make these improvements. We are currently developing our FGM risk assessment tools
to ensure that professionals are able to make more accurate assessments so that our collaborative
safeguarding efforts are focused on the children who need it most. Furthermore we are reviewing
the use of written agreements and organisations have committed to moving away from this
approach not just in respect of FGM but other areas of safeguarding delivery.

“Whilst there will inevitably be some children in our city who we must take proactive steps to
safeguard from FGM, our priority is and must continue to be, awareness raising and education. As a
partnership we will continue to strive towards this goal and we look forward to our continued
collaboration with communities and groups who provide such important feedback, support and
challenge. Safeguarding is everybody’s business. We welcome the positive engagement of our
communities in Bristol on this matter and see it as evidence of the Bristol public’s commitment to
child safety. We are proud of our diverse city and when we work together on issues of concerns we
will ensure that we achieve the best outcomes.”



AVON &
% SOMERSET

POLICE & CRIME
COMMISSIONER

Avon and Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens said: “Members of the local
Somali community will understandably be concerned by the experiences shared at the recent Somali
Parents against Stigmatisation community meeting.

“I am fully aware of local people’s feelings within the community towards the police and social care,
particularly regarding female genital mutilation. These feelings were reiterated to me when |
recently met with members of the Bristol Somali Forum at one of my local public drop-ins following
the Bristol trial.

“It’s important our local communities have trust and confidence in the people who are there to help
them when they need it. Any response from the police or social care should be proportionate and
free from judgment or prejudice. However, it is only right the police and our partners take any
reports of FGM seriously, as they would any form of child abuse.

“There is some fantastic work taking place across Bristol to tackle FGM and | am very supportive of
this. We know FGM is happening across Avon and Somerset but let’s be clear, FGM is and must not
be aligned to a particular community. We all have the welfare of our young people at heart and |
hope together we can change perceptions and tackle this crime.

“As the national Police and Crime Commissioner representative for honour-based abuse, forced
marriage and FGM, | am committed to protecting the most vulnerable from harm. Working with the
police, partners, and affected communities to challenge the practice of FGM where it is happening
and be very clear, that it is child abuse and against the law.”



Jacqui Jensen, Executive Director of Adults, Children and Education for Bristol City Council said:
"Safeguarding the health and wellbeing of children and families is an important priority for our social
workers and the Council. We have worked for many years to develop policy and practice to keep
children from harm and we understand that despite our best intentions the actions we take will not
always be popular. This is why we work with our partner agencies and the Bristol Safeguarding
Children Board to constantly evolve those practices and policies to meet the needs of children,
families and communities.

"Following recent meetings with communities affected by FGM we have listened to the feedback
received and the concerns raised by community representatives. As a result of these discussions we
are updating the guidance given to social workers to ensure that where proactive action is required,
their engagement with children and families about FGM is a sensitive and positive one.

"Education and awareness of FGM remains a priority and we continue to welcome the positive
relationships we have with communities as we work in partnership to end FGM in Bristol."



NHS

Bristol, North Somerset
and South Gloucestershire

Clinical Commissioning Group

"The safety of children across Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire is the priority for all
partners involved and we will continue to engage with and work with all communities on this
sensitive issue," said Anne Morris, Director of Nursing at Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group (BNSSG).



Superintendent Andy Bennett said: “We are proud to have played a key role in the response both
locally and nationally to raise awareness of, and to prevent, FGM.

“This work has been undertaken in collaboration with statutory agencies and affected communities
and this partnership approach has been a critical factor in achieving the progress that has been
made. We place great value in the strong relationships that have been built in tackling this issue
together.

“Along with our partners we recognise the need to constantly examine and develop our professional
practice. During the past twelve months we have worked with other statutory agencies and
community representatives to refine our approaches and ensure that the response is proportionate
to the level of risk identified. We have listened to the concerns expressed recently and will continue
to seek the engagement and views of communities in improving our response.

“The safeguarding of children will remain our priority and we look forward to continuing to work
together with partner agencies and all FGM affected communities in preventing FGM and securing
the best outcomes for children.”
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