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Part 1 KBSP DARDR Request Form 
	
Request for Domestic Abuse-Related Death Review (DARDR) Scoping Review

Criteria for DARDR
A Domestic Abuse Related Death Review (DARDR) (formerly known as a Domestic Homicide Review (DHR)) is defined under Section 8A of the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (as amended by the Victims and Prisoners Act 2024) as a review of the circumstances in which the death of a person aged 16 or over has, or appears to have, resulted from domestic abuse towards the person. It is held with a view to identifying the lessons to be learned from the death. 
The term DARDR reflects the wider range of deaths that may fall within scope, including homicide, suicide, deaths linked to neglect, and deaths where the circumstances remain unexplained but there is evidence that domestic abuse may have been a contributory factor.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 establishes a statutory definition of domestic abuse to ensure a consistent approach across agencies. Under Section 1 of the Act, behaviour by one person (“A”) towards another (“B”) is considered domestic abuse if both are aged 16 or over, are personally connected, and the behaviour is abusive. 

The purpose of a DARDR is not to determine criminal or civil liability, nor to establish culpability for a death. Rather, its purpose is to understand the circumstances surrounding the death, identify opportunities for learning, improve agency responses to domestic abuse and contribute to the prevention of future domestic abuse related deaths.
Request Form
Anyone may submit a referral to be considered for a Domestic Abuse Related Death Review Scoping Review where they believe that a death may meet the statutory criteria for a DARDR.
The purpose of the Scoping Review is to gather information regarding the circumstances of the death, consider whether domestic abuse may have been a contributing factor and determine whether a full DARDR should be commissioned. The Scoping Review will also consider whether a review is likely to identify meaningful learning that could improve local or national responses to domestic abuse.
Before submitting this referral, please discuss the case with the relevant agency representative on the Safeguarding Adult Review/Domestic Abuse Related Death Review (SAR/DARDR) subgroup. If you are unsure who your representative is, or if you need any other advice in relation to this referral, please contact KBSP.statutoryreviews@bristol.gov.uk. 
	Referrer details

	Name: 
	

	Job role and organisation (if applicable):
	

	Email address:
	

	Telephone number: 
		

	Date submitted: 
	



	Please indicate how the Domestic Abuse Related Death Review (DARDR) criteria has been met. 

	a. Was the deceased aged 16 or over at the time of their death?
☐ Yes     ☐ No   
b. Is there information to suggest that the death may have resulted from, or been connected to, domestic abuse?
☐ Yes     ☐ No   
c. Was the person believed to have caused or contributed to the abuse personally connected to the deceased, as defined by the Domestic Abuse Act 2021?
☐ Yes     ☐ No   

	Category of alleged abuse
Select all that apply 

	☐ Physical     ☐ Sexual      ☐ Neglect     ☐ Self-neglect  	
☐ Psychological/Emotional   ☐ Violent or threatening behaviour 
☐ Controlling/Coercive behaviour     ☐ Economic    ☐ Stalking/Harassment   
 ☐ Honour-based abuse    ☐ Post-separation abuse    
☐ Other (please specify):     

	Please state why you think this person should be considered for a Domestic Abuse Related Death Review?
In your response, please include:
· The circumstances surrounding the death. 
· Known or suspected cause of death. 
· The relationship between the deceased and the alleged perpetrator(s). 
· Any known history, indicators or concerns regarding domestic abuse. 
· Any known safeguarding concerns, MARAC involvement, MAPPA involvement or other multi-agency risk management arrangements. 
· Information about children or other family members affected by the circumstances. 
· Any equality, diversity, cultural, language, disability or other factors that may be relevant. 
· Any other information that may assist the DARDR Scoping Review, including concerns about service responses, missed opportunities, examples of good practice or recommendations.

	







	In your view, is a full DARDR likely to identify new learning that could improve local or national responses to domestic abuse and help prevent future deaths? (Please provide examples)
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	Victim details

	Full name:
	
	Date of birth:
	
	

	Date of death or critical incident:
	
	Age at time of incident: 
	
	

	Gender:
	
	Ethnicity: 
	
	

	Sexual orientation:
	
	Nationality:
	
	

	Languages spoken:
	
	Employment Status:
	
	

	Disability (if yes, please state which):
	
	Religion:
	
	

	Any other vulnerabilities (e.g., mental or physical health issues, substance use, financial hardship, immigration status, social isolation, learning disability, caring responsibilities)
	
	Is the person care experienced (i.e., were they in the case of a local authority as a child)?
	
	

	Children and schools attended:
	
	

	Home address:
	
	

	Housing status (if rented landlord/ housing association):
	
	

	Location of incident:
	
	

	Composition of the victim’s family and significant others

	Name
	Relationship to adult
	Date of birth
	Address
	Contact details

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Other agencies
List any agencies known to be involved with the victim. 

	Professional’s Name (if known)
	Agency
	Contact details
	Are they still involved?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Alleged Perpetrator details

	Full Name:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Relationship to victim:
	
	Age at time of incident: 
	

	Gender:
	
	Ethnicity: 
	

	Sexual Orientation (if known):
	
	Nationality:
	

	Languages spoken:
	
	Employment status:
	

	Disability (if yes, please state which):
	
	Religion (if known): 
	

	Any other vulnerabilities (e.g., mental or physical health issues, substance use, financial hardship, immigration status, social isolation, learning disability, caring responsibilities)
	
	Is the person care experienced (i.e., were they in the case of a local authority as a child)?
	

	Children and schools attended:
	

	Home address:
	

	Housing status (if rented landlord/ housing association):
	

	Please summarise any known patterns of abusive, controlling, or coercive behaviour by the alleged perpetrator (including escalation, separation‑related abuse, or breaches of orders), where known.
	


	Composition of the alleged perpetrator’s family and significant others
	

	Name
	Relationship to adult
	Date of birth
	Address
	Contact details

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Other agencies
List any agencies known to be involved with the alleged perpetrator. 

	Professional’s Name (if known)
	Agency
	Contact details
	Are they still involved?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Other processes
Is this case subject to any other investigative, safeguarding, or review processes (e.g., Coroner’s inquest, criminal investigation, MARAC, Section 42 enquiry)? Please provide details and the current status.

	


Please return to KBSP.statutoryreviews@bristol.gov.uk once completed in full.

What happens next in the DARDR referral process?
Upon receipt of a DARDR Request Form, the KBSP Business Unit will undertake a Scoping Review in accordance with the Domestic Abuse Related Death Review: Statutory Guidance (2026). This will include gathering information from relevant partner agencies and notifying family members of the Scoping Review process.
The referral will be circulated to members of the SAR/DARDR Subgroup, who will be asked to review information held by their agencies and provide relevant information and examples of early opportunities for learning, analysis and professional views.
The SAR/DARDR Subgroup will consider the information gathered through the Scoping Review and make a recommendation as to whether the statutory criteria for a Domestic Abuse Related Death Review have been met and whether a full review should be commissioned. Where a DARDR is not recommended, the subgroup will identify and record the rationale for this decision and consider whether any alternative action is required. 
The recommendation will be submitted to the Chair of the Community Safety Partnership, who will make the final local decision regarding whether to commission a DARDR. 
Following the local decision, the Community Safety Partnership will submit the Scoping Review to the Home Office. The Home Office will consider the information provided and will normally notify the Community Safety Partnership of its decision within eight weeks of acknowledging receipt of the notification. 
The referrer will be notified of the outcome of the Scoping Review and, where appropriate, the next steps in the review process. 
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