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Welcome to Zoom

! ŦŜǿ ǇƻƛƴǘŜǊǎΧ

ÅMute buttons and video

ÅBreakout rooms

ÅChat function

ÅFeedback opportunities

ÅConfidentiality in discussions

ÅTwitter: #ACEHIT





Structure 

ʳ PART 1 - What are ACE's and trauma, as well as their 

impact on developmental and life-course criminology as 

well as psychology.

ʳ PART 2 - The impact of trauma in the lives of people who 

have offended, learning from research & practice

ʳ PART 3 - How you use trauma informed practice in the 

community integration of people who have offended

ʳ Q&A/ Discussion 



PART 1

WHAT ARE ACES AND TRAUMA?

WHAT IS THEIR IMPACT ON 
DEVELOPMENTAL & THE LIFE-

COURSE.



Socio-Ecological Model & criminogenic 
behaviour



Epidemiological criminology (EpiCrim)

ʳ Understanding that the fields of 

criminology and health come 

together in allowing us to 

understand the causes and 

consequences of offending 

behaviourbetter (Lainer, 2014).

ʳ Reinforcing a life course 

perspective. 

ʳ Committing an offence, as a life 

course issue means that this 

behaviouris viewed as a product 

of someoneõs experiences, mental 

health, wellbeing, individual 

differences, and personality.



The shift to an Epidemiological 
Criminology approach
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Primary 
Prevention 

preventing 
first time 
offending

ʳPublic Health -òAction to prevent 

disease in people who feel welló 

ʳCriminal Justice-òAction to prevent 

criminogenic &/or risky behaviour in 

people who are not criminogenic &/or 

riskyó. 



Secondary 
Prevention 

preventing 
first time 
offending

ʳPublic Health -òAction to detect disease 

at an early stage in people who feel 

welló 

ʳCriminal Justice ðA behaviour at an 

early stage in people without a criminal 

convictionó. 



Tertiary 
Prevention 

preventing 
reoffending 

ʳPublic Health -òAction to reduce symptoms 

and complications of disease in people 

who feel sick ò 

ʳCriminal Justice -òactions, treatments 

and/or interventions to reduce 

criminogenic &/or risky behaviour in 

people with a convictionó. 



Quaternary 
Prevention 

preventing 
reoffending 

ʳPublic Health -òaction taken to protect 

people from interventions that are likely to 

cause more harm than goodó 

ʳCriminal Justice-òaction taken to protect 

individuals with a criminal conviction from 

criminal justice interventions that would 

result in future criminogenic &/or risky 

behaviouró. 



Do we engage at all 4 levels of 
prevention?

ð Primary and tertiary prevention are easily identified and relatively well 
supported, especially in terms of funding, public relations, and 
outcomes; with primary prevention normally being funded via 
education and tertiary funded via criminal justice. 

ð Secondary prevention is often seen as an emerging and novel 
approach that is poorly funded as well as inconsistently viewed 
politically, socially, and in the media; and

ð Quaternary prevention is often not understood or easily identified by 
the public, policymakers, or professionals.

ð Quite often in criminal justice tertiary and quaternary prevention are 
the same process (òtreatment and reintegrationó) whereas they are 
two different processes (òtreatmentó and òreintegrationó). 
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Adverse Childhood Experiences



Adverse Childhood Experiences





ACEõS & TRAUMA

NHS Education Scotland - 2017 



PART 2

THE IMPACT OF TRAUMA IN THE 
LIVES OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE 

OFFENDED: 
LEARNING FROM RESEARCH & 

PRACTICE



The aetiology of 
offending behaviour
ʳ People who commit crime are quite diverse, although there are 

some character traits and lifestyle variables that many offenders 
have in common

ʳ Dynamic & Stable risk factors

ʳ Risk factors vs Protective factors 

ð Antisocial values and beliefs (criminal thinking)

ð Antisocial peers

ð Personality traits

ð Family dysfunction

ð Low self-control

ð Substance abuse

ʳ There are factors, warning signs and issues that can alert us to 
potentially problematic behavior.

ʳ Craig et al (2017) ACEs were found to increase the likelihood of 
offending throughout the life course. Across two 
operationalizations of risk, a number of protective factors were 
identified including low troublesomeness, low daring, and low 
hyperactivity.



The importance of the life course
ʳ Cambridge study of crime by West and Farrington (Farrington and West, 1990; 

Farrington et al., 2006) demonstrates that the main etiological factors in 

criminogenic behaviourare

ʳ The study demonstrates that the causes of offending behaviourare a blend of 

nature and nurture, with childhood playing a significant role in determining later 

behaviour.  

ʳ Research and existing good practice also demonstrates The importance of risk and 

protective factors (Farrington, Loeberand Ttofi, 2014; Saponaet al., 2015). 

risk factors (i.e., increase the likelihood of committing an offence); 

protective factors (i.e., reduce the likelihood of committing an offence) 

ʳ Which means that criminality is, in part, a learned behaviourwhich can be 

unlearned. Rehabilitation is thus possible for most, and proactive risk 

management is possible for others, with the appropriate tools and necessary 

support. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

STAUS 

MAJOR LIFE EVENTS PERSONALITY INTELLIGENCE

CHILDHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT

HEALTH SOCIALIZATION IMPULSIVITY 
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https://www.basw.co.uk/system/files/resources/basw_50051-7.pdf

https://www.basw.co.uk/system/files/resources/basw_50051-7.pdf


Wales prisoner ACE study (2019)

http://orca.cf.ac.uk/134524/1/Prisoner%20ACE%20Survey%20Report%20E.pdf


